
The brothers who built the fi rst airplane 
may never have left the ground at Kitty 
Hawk, N.C., back in 1903 without the 
engine built by Charles Edward Taylor. A 
largely unknown but pioneering innovator 
of his time, Taylor was the fi rst to fi nd 
the proper balance of power to weight 
in order to support liftoff. His aluminum, 
water-cooled engine propelled that historic 
fl ight — and the success of the pilots 
credited as the forefathers of modern 
aviation. Taylor went on to become a lead 
mechanic at the Wright Company, helping 
to ensure the safety and success of early 
aviators across the country.
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